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Dauphin Island Sea Lab Revision: June 2006

Hurricane Emergency Preparedness Plan

DISL Executive Director: Dr. George F. Crozier Date: September 2006

1.0 PURPOSE

The Sea Lab, by virtue of its exposed location, is vulnerable to damage from a
number of catastrophic events, most notably, hurricanes.  This plan is intended to
provide guidance and information to DISL personnel in preparing the Sea Lab for
a hurricane.

2.0 GENERAL INFORMATION 

Condition 1 
Normal conditions

Person Responsible Required Action

Executive Director Establish an Emergency Control Team (ECT) of the individuals listed in
Condition 1.  The ECT will be under the direction of the Executive
Director of DISL to coordinate information and emergency response for
the Emergency Preparedness Plan.

Chair, University Make preparation to safeguard academic and classroom equipment 
Programs including microscopes, academic field gear and instrumentation and

academic records.  

Make preparations to safeguard records and equipment with individual
Principal Investigators/Program Managers.

Schedule evacuation shelter for Summer School students.

Chair, Discovery Make preparations to safeguard records and equipment. 
Hall Programs Assign personnel responsible for transporting Summer School students to

evacuation shelter.

Make preparations to safeguard The Estuarium - animals and facility.
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Business Manager Make preparations to safeguard business records and equipment.

Technical Support Make preparations to safeguard records, vessels, and equipment

Weather Center Make preparations to safeguard weather station equipment, associated
Coordinator equipment and records.

Maintenance Make preparations to safeguard records and equipment.  Verify
Supervisor inventory of emergency supplies and equipment and certify emergency

generators are in good operating condition. 

Vessel Supervisor Make preparations to safeguard records and equipment.  Tentatively
schedule anchorage for boats if evacuation is necessary.

Computer Support Make preparations to safeguard office computers and DISL business,
research, weather and other historical data.

Librarian Make preparations to safeguard books, records and equipment.

Cafeteria Supervisor Make preparations to safeguard records and equipment.

3.0 DEFINITIONS

Gale Warnings: A Gale warning, for winds reaching 39-45 mph or a whole gale warning,
for winds reaching 55-73 mph, may be issued for areas adjacent to that
which is expected to get the full impact of a hurricane.

Hurricane
Watch: A hurricane watch is issued 72 hours prior to expected landfall.  This

designation does not indicate immediate danger but serves to caution
residents in the area that they should listen to radio or television for further
advisories.  Safety precautions taking more than 18 to 24 hours to fulfill
should be started.  

Hurricane
Warning: A warning is issued 24 hours prior to expected landfall.  This warning is

issued when it is expected that an area will feel the dangerous effects of
the hurricane (i.e., winds of 74 mph and higher or a combination of
dangerously high water, very rough seas, and winds 60 mph and higher).
All precautions should be taken immediately.  It should be noted that the
high winds, heavy rain, and high waves occur 200-300 miles outward from
the center of the hurricane.  
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Hurr icane
Conditions: The following system of hurricane conditions will enable the staff of the

DISL to take steps that will increase the degree of readiness according to a
pre-planned sequence as a hurricane approaches.  When a hurricane
condition is announced, the following steps will be taken immediately. 

 The five hurricane conditions are:

Condition 1: Normal condition for June 1 to November 30.
Condition 2: Hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico.
Condition 3: Hurricane Watch.
Condition 4: Hurricane Warning.
Condition 5: Winds of 65 mph or greater expected within 12 hrs.


